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Church of today recognises the
redemptive plan of God in the fact
that at its initial stage——this really
was true at its initial stage—stands
the apostle to whom Jesus gave the
name ‘Rock’ and to whom He
announced that on him He would
build the Church.
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historical Peter. At that time he was
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special distinction as a witness of
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witness of His resurrection. On him
Christ, who is Himself the corner-
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The Annual Holy Trek
to Manjinikkara
Omalloor

The holy trek to the tomb of late
Patriarch of Antioch H. H. Moran Mar
Ignatius Elias III at Manjinikkara is un-
doubtedly a spiritual and solemn event for
the Syrian Orthodox Churchmen in Kerala.

Devotees from far and near congregate
in large numbers during the pilgrimage
season at Manjinikkara to pay their
reverence and respects to the deceased
Patriarch who was held in high esteem by
the Jacobites.

It was a matter of added importance to
this year’s holy pilgrimage to Manjinikkara
for the reason that our present Patriarch of
Antioch H. H. Moran Mar Ignatius Zakka I
was in our midst to grace the holy cere-
monies at Manjinikkara. Lakhs of people
had participated in the pilgrimage which
was having its Golden Jubilee. Thus this
year’s pilgrimage which was on Feb. 13 was
made more colourful and more graceful
than ever in the history of the same.

In this context it will be interesting to go
into the details of the Manjinikkara pilgri-
mage and its importance and the history of
the Church in a nutshell.

The trek to Manjinikkara started in
trickles from all over the country. It wasa
purely spontaneous gesture of a grateful
populace. As the years rolled on, the
trickles became torrents. Now in its 50th
year, the annual pilgrimage during every
February to the tomb of H. H. Moran Mar
Ignatius Elias III at Manjinikkara has
become a well established and popular
religious practice of much significance befit-
ing the needs of the times. During the trek
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and then the assembly at Manjinikkara, the
normal social distinctions among the parti-
cipants disappear altogether; good-will,
unity and fellowship in Christ prevail abund-
antly. Hardships, willingly suffered, make
the cause dearer and involvement more
meaningful and rewarding.

Nazirri was born on 30th October 1867 at
Mardin in Mesopotamia (now [raq) as the
3rd child of Rev. Abraham Kor Episcopa of
the Syrian noble family, Zakir and his wife
Maria and was ordained as Deacon Elias in
1880 by the then Patriarch H. H. Moran
Mar Peter III. Later, in 1908, he was con-
secrated Bishop Mar Evanios and finally
elevated and installed in 1919 as Moran
Mar Ignatius Elias III, (152nd) Prince
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East,
successor to St. Peter on the Apostolic
Throne of Antioch and Supreme Head of
the Universal Syrian Orthodox Church. In
the meanwhile the long-standing discord
and discensions among factions of the Syrian
Christian Community of Malankara reached
such blown-up proportions as to cause
concern to no less a person than H. E. Lord
Irwin, the then Viceroy and Governor
General of India; who as a last recourse,
invited His Holiness to visit India to find,
seek, and implement a peaceful and lasting
solution in the Christian way and spirit.

Moran Mar Ignatius Elias III came to
Kerala in 1931 with peace offerings like
many a predecessor of his. One of his very
first acts of faith then was to welcome back
Mar Dinesious Geevarghese into the flock.
When Moran Mar Ignatius Yacoob III con-
secrated Mar Ougen Themothios as the



Catholicose of the East on 22nd May 1964
at Kottayam, it was yet another act of faith;
another step taken, boldly in accordance
with the teachings of Christ, in darkness to
reach the dawn of peace. But the dawn is
yet to come up. And now, once again, in
1982, the 50th Dukarano of Moran Mar
Ignatius Elias III, the incumbent “Prince of
Peace”, H. H. Moran Mar Ignatius Zakka I
is in our midst. Is the dawn of peace
coming up into our horizon?

The relationship between the Holy See
of Antioch and the Jacobite Syrian Christian
Church of Malankara has an unbroken
record synthesized out of the teachings of
our Lord and Saviour. Peace, Love, Faith
and Hope form its fabric. The emissaries
from the Holy See of Antioch came to us
with malice for none and charity for all and
practiced and preached the core theme. They
invariably came with offerings of the olive
branch; but if you would not take them,
they suffered silently.

The Jacobite Syrian Christian Commu-
nity of Kerala can trace back its origin to
the advent of St. Thomas, the Apostle, to
India through Cranganore Port in AD 52
and its subsequent spiritual stabilization and
growth to the continued benevolent influence
of the Holy See of Antioch, founded by
St. Peter. St. Thomas started his preaching
mission in India, from a small town called
“Malayankara’ on the sea coast of Parur
Taluk in Kerala and a short distance away
from Cranganore. It is thus that, when
about 400 Christian Settlers from Syria
came over in AD 345 under the leadership
of Thomas Kana, they, for want of anything
better, started refering to all of their
surroundings as Malankara (Phonetically
similar to Malayankara). In course of time,
as the settlers spread out, all of the
Malayalam speaking areas together became
Malankara (Rhymes well with Malayalam
too). This has been so recorded in the
writings of Mar Youseph, an emissary of
the Holy See of Antioch, sent over to
administer to the needs of these Syrian
Christian settlers. From such small begin-
ings, the Christian Community of Kerala
grew up to its present stature against heavy
odds aided, among other providential

factors, by the continued tolerance and
hospitality of many a neighbourhood, the
good will of the local rulers and chieftains,
the timely parental interventions, care, con-
cern and affection bestowed at all times by
the Holy See of Antioch and above all the
intercession of our Lord Jesus Christ.

When we muse in retrospect on the past
history of the Jacobite Syrian Orthodox
Christian Community of Kerala stretching
over centuries, a multitude of heroic events
and deeds, bordering on the miraculous
stand out in bold relief and clarity; many
of which are authored by one or the other
of the best of noble and inspired emissaries
of the Holy See of Antioch. These indeed
constitute the basic building block of our
Church. A few of these emissaries died or
were murdered in their attempts to reach us;
yet others had to turn back because of
unsurmonutable hazards; some came, served
and returned safely; while a few died during
their tenure of work amongst us, leaving
their mortal remains here with us forever.

A typical example in this context would
be the celeberated Koonan Kurisu Oath of
1653. When the Portugese occupied parts
of India they tried to impose their religion
too on the populace. The efforts for this
became so appressive that the Syrian
Christians of Malankara sent appeals for
succour to their religious head, Patriarch of
Antioch Moran Mar Ignatius Inayattullah.
The Patriarch’s concern and response were
typical. Unmindful of all hazards, he set
out to reach his flock with all the parental
anxiety and haste, ultimately, when he
landed at Surat, the Portugese detained him
under the promptings of their clergy and
later brought and kept him in custody at
Madras, When the Syrian Christians came
to know of this in Malankara, they became
so agitated and vociferous that the Portugese
thought wise to act tactfully. They brought
The Patriarch to Cochin by the sea and kept
him chained on board the ship for some
more time and alleged to have murdered
him by throwing him into the sea.

When the news of the perpetuation of
such cruelty reached the Syrian Christians,
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it shocked them out of their habitual meek-
ness due to subjugation coupled with
repression being suffered at the hands of the
Portugese. They came out in open rebellion
emboldened by desperation. Their finest
hour was when more than 25,000 of them
gathered at Koonan Kurisu, condemmed
the cowardly and inhuman act and took an
oath, not only for themselves but also for
all their progeny to-sever, for all timeto
come, connection with all other Christian
sects except the one under the Patriarch of
Antioch. According to a legend the-body
of Patriarch was however recovered -by-some
fishermen and entombed at “Arathungal”
on the sea.coast near Alleppey.

Mar Osthathios Sleeba (19th March 1930),
Mar Julius Elias (19th Feb. 1962) and Mar
Baselius Yeldo Mapriana at Kothamangalam
(September 1687) are three other of the
“Shepherds’’ besides Moran Mar Elias 111,

‘who are held in great esteem and reverence

by the populace.

The wvisiting Patriarch is very much
enthusiastic to bring about Church unity.
Hence his participation in this year’s
Manjinikkara pilgrimage and to other
known Churches and discussions with the
local Church Teaders is expected “to bring in
an era of peace and harmony among the
hitherto warring factions of the Syrian
Church.

ALAPATT JEWELLERY

KOTTAYAM
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Helpful Hints to Christian Living

(Inserted by N. P. Chacko, Kalappurackal)

If we are to grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, we must do something more than
simply make a confession of faith and sign
a card. There is a Christian life to live
daily, which can only be lived by having a
close contact and fellowship with the one
who has saved you—the Blessed Son of
God.

I want to give you four hints that will
help in making the Christian life a success,
for without these no Christian life can ever
be a success.

1. Never Neglect Daily Private Prayer

When you pray, remember that God is
present, and that He hears your prayer.

When you pray, pray with the realisation
that you are talking to God: To a God
that is alive and is listening to your petit-
ion. If you would have your life tell for
God, you must pray, and that, often.

2. Never neglect daily private Bible reading

And when you read, remember that God
is speaking to you and that you are to
believe and act upon what He says. The
Word of God can only lighten your way as
you read it, and when reading appropriate
it in your heart. There is no substitute for
God’s Word; be a student of the Word of
God; read it systematically.

The Bible is supernatural in origin, eter-
nal in duration, inexpressible in value, uni-
versal in interest, infinite in scope, divine in
authorship, regenerative in power and per-
sonal in application. It is the Word of
God. Never neglect daily Bible reading.
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3. Never let a day pass without trying to do
something for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflect on what He has done for you,
and then ask yourself: “What am I doing
for Him?” God saved you to serve Him.
A Christian who neglects his or her testi-
mony is never happy. You are the happiest
when you are serving God properly. God
has a work for you to do. Paul says, “We
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them”
(Eph. 2.10). If we will walk in the spirit
of the Lord, he will make clear His desire
for us.

This is not a command, but a decla-
ration. He does not say that ye must be
My witnesses, but that ye  shall be” my
witnesses. Witnessing and working for the
Lord follow a healthy conversion, new
birth, and should be retained throughout
the believer’s life, if spiritual health is
maintained.

Never, never, -never let an opportunity
pass that you do not have something to say
about the fact that “Jesus Christ saved you,
satisfies you, and keeps you.” Try to find
a place every day to witness to the saving
power of God.

4. If you are ever in doubt as to a thing
being right or wrong go to your room and
kneel down and ask God’s blessing upon
it.

It is written, * Whatsoever ye do in word
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by
Him” (Col. 3: 17). If you cannot do this,
the thing that you are in doubt about



is wrong. We do not have to go to God
to know whether or not, it is wrong to
commit murder, adultery, theft, lying,
backbiting, and a number of other things,
which are written in the Word of God.

God’s will has been revealed on these
things and they are indelibly written in the
Word, and God will never direct you to do
anything against His Word, or in opposition
to His Will. Be sure to remember this
rule. If you should pray about something
and say, “ Can I do this in the name of
Jesus?” and God reveals to you that
you shouldn’t, don’t do it. Be sure you
follow the leadings of the Spirit and
not the leadings of fleshly desires. (Rom.
8:1; Ist John 1: 7; Gal. 5: 16.)

RULES FOR DAILY LIVING

For the regulation of my life, and balan-
cing of my conduct, 1 resolve:

1. That the salvation of my soul shall
be my first and great concern.

2. That I will always be ready to confess
a fault, or ask forgiveness for it, no matter
what the character or position of the person
whom 1 have offended.

3. That I will guard myself, and never
show the least symptom of impatient
emotion: not even by an altered tone of
voice or expression of countenance. That
I will do this even if from physical cause I
feel fretful and uneasy; no one else should
suffer on this account.

4, That I will live only to serve God and
for the good of others never seek my own
pleasure or satisfaction at the expense of
anyone else; but, as far as possible forget
that there is a self to please.

5. That I will always carefully speak the
truth, never indulge in the least equivo-
cation, but always be both verbally and
substantially correct; and to this end I will
carefully watch the meaning of all I utter.

6. ThatI will daily study the Scriptures.
7. That I will never waste a moment.
8. That I will be temperate in eating and
drinking.
A RULE OF LIFE

THREE things
tongue and conduct.

to govern — temper,

Three things to cultivate—courage, aff-

-ection and gentleness.

Three things to commend—thrift, indu-
stry and promptness.

Three things to despise—cruelty, arro-
gance and ingratitude.

Three things to wish for—health, friends
and contentment.

Three things to admire—dignity, grace-
fulness and intellectual power.

Three things to give—alms to the needy,
comfort to the sad and appreciation to
the worthy.

T —

With Compliments of :

K. M. EBRAHIM, Rubber Dealer, Erattupetta.

V. H. THAMPI, Rubber Dealer, Erattupetta.

MUKKOOTTUTHARA TRADES, Rubber Dealers, Mukkoottuthara.

KALAPURACKAL RUBBERS, Rubber Dealers, Poovarani P. O., Palai.

ENKAY RUBBERS AND OSWAL ENTERPRISES, Rubber Dealers Kodimatha,

Kottayam-1.
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