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The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST

BASELIOS MARTHOMAMATHEWSII Catholicate Palace

CATHOLICOS OF THE APOSTOLIC THRONE OF Kottayam-696 088
ST. THOMAS AND MALANKARA METROPOLIAN Kerala, India
No. 52/97 21-4-97

No.

H.G. Dr. Gheevarghese Mar Gregorios
Metropolitan

Mar Julios Seminary

Mulamthuruthy 682 514

Your Grace,

This is the reply to your communication dated 8-4-
1997. Atthe outset, it is pointed out that you have addressed
me only as Catholicos of the East. As you are aware | am
the lawful Malankara Metropolitan also.

There is only one Malankara Church, and one
Managing Committee and Episcopal Synod. | am the
President of the Managing Committee and the Episcopal
Synod of the Malankara Church. Your reference to the
"Universal Syrian Orthodox Church" and its "Supreme head"
as H. H. The Patriarch of Antioch are not true or correct.

I am the present Catholicos of the East and Malankara
Metropolitan. Your claims as the president of the Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Jacobite Syrian Orthodox
Church cannot be accepted or recognised. Similarly, there
are no two factions and a factional managing committee
as you seems to suggest.

In the wake of the Hon'ble Supreme Court decision
and in accordance with the resolution of the Managing
Committee and the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara
Church. | have openly proclaimed that all Bishops of
erstwhile patriarch group who in writing swear allegiance
to the constitution of the Malankara Church and submit to
the authority of the Catholicos of the East Church and submit
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to the authority of the Catholicos of the East and Malankara
Metropolitan will be accommodated in their present places
till regularisation in an appropriate manner. The Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India in its decree when referring to the
continuance of the Statusquo on the date of the judgment
has clearly stated that "The above direction is subject to
the condition that any every person claiming to hold any
office or post in the church shall be bound by and shall
sweat allegiance to the 1934 constitution.

We hope that all steps necessary to bring about peace
and unity in the Malankara Church have already been taken.

We are sorry to remind you that no Metropolitan of the
erstwhile patriarch group has chosen to swear allegiance
to the Constitution above stated.

Your actions suggest that you defy the said Constitution
and the lawful eclecastical authorities as under it. It is
otherwise, you are requested to immediately inform me in
writing your submission to me as the Catholicos of the East
and Malankara Metropolitan.

In view of all what is stated above negotiation as
proposed in your communication may not serve any useful
purpose. We cannot also recognise the negotiating
committee mentioned by you.

With love and regards,
Yours in our Lord Jesus Christ
(sd)
BASELIOS MARTHOMA MATHEWS Il

Mailes al@lwono MPIAUMo BGBHISM @0 1B:01EHIT ‘Del
O Q@O TUNIMo @RoV1H:Glaflend af)ammo ‘immediately
inform me in writing your submission to me’ ag)an @’lauemlw)o 20(@
206M. al. ald(@IVAHH 1N NIVAINOVWSENOla] DD BHICMILNBHI
6NI0AI0 BMEBY0UISH200] @GRV GOAIWIM al0W)M® ‘al@lud)EL
@REAMNYORIL0 alo(@]WAHEHIMS NIVAINOW @RY@AIM TVIOIWOMmI
B0BOMEWOB M TVBWVIHS al@BOWIHHUM o)D) al0 IO
WLOOAMNERD VOGICWO @EHLIMMAIEN).” DB EIINRI ald(@WAHH MY
NI0QNHVHNOla] BVEBLOWIIBHEORIBUD )06 |SIANEe)HD)0 ‘DEalo
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“It may..... the power of the Patriarch may have been reduced to
a vanishing point, but all the same he remains the Supreme head of
the Syrian Church of which the Malankara Church is a division. He is
spiritually superior to the Catholicose though he does not, and in-
deed never did, enjoy any temporal powers over the Malankara Church
or its properties."
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“We are, however, of the opinion that in this suit no declaration
can be granted affecting the rights of the parish churches.... nor it be
declared that the properties held by Malankara Parish Churches vest
in the Catholicose or the Malankara Metropolitan or the Metropoli-
tan of the concerned diocese, as the case may be.

(Page 14 of the quoted decree of the Supreme Court 1999 in the
Division Bench Judgment of the Kerala High Court dtd. 5-4-2001).
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ENGLISH SECTION

This section contains a few articles | wrote in

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SOCM-FORUM
in connection with the visit of His Holiness to India

A Jubilant Patriarchal Visit

Six postings pointing on different issues raised by the
Catholicose faction in connection with the apostolic visit.

A.
B.
C.

D.

Bickerings of the dissatisfied (Message No. 5017)
Legality of the Apostolic visit (Message No. 5026)

Comments on the Prejudiced Perspectives
(Message No. 5037 & 5057)

Peace concepts of Rev. Fr. Eapen (Message No. 5067)

A Personal Comment to the open letter of a Senior
Friend

A letter of reply to many of the issues raised by the
Catholicose faction in connection with the Malankara Church
issues

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SOCM-FORUM/
message/5118



A JUBILANT PATRIARCHAL VISIT

Dear brothers and sisters in our Lord,

Let us praise the Lord for the blessings and guidance He
showered in the blessings that He poured upon us to witness
the great success and witness that we enjoyed through the
Apostolic visit of H. H. Ignatius Zakka | lwas our blessed
Patriarch the spiritual Supreme Head of the Universal SOC to
Indida.

His Holiness is in the 25" year of His Patriarchal
enthronement. The Malankara part of the SOC were blessed to
host the inauguration of the Silver Jubilee of His Holiness. The
Universal Church is celebrating this occasion in all its pomp and
magnanimity. Let us all praise the Lord for the blessed leadership
of His Holiness.

H. B. Thomas | Catholicose needs to be praised for the
perfect arrangements and co-ordination for the success of the
programmes. All the committees and the office bearers need
commendation in this regard.

His Holiness is chosen by God to lead the SOC into the
21" century. His Patriarchate witnessed the fourfold growth and
spread of the SOC and Syriac literature. The tension in the
political and religious background of the West Asian countries
paved the way for the migration of our people to Europe,
Americas and Australia. The job seeking migration of the
Malayalee Syrians also led to the establishment of the SOC
parishers in all the continents of the world. The love of the faithful
to their mother Church and the paternal care of His Holiness
helped the growth of our dioceses everywhere.

His Holiness opened the ecumenical doors of the church
and initiated positive attitude to dialogues and discussions and

70 OOLa]0 TV BBP®O

moved further to foster very practical agreements with the Roman
Catholic Church in the fields of Christology, pastoral care, priestly
formation, inter church marriages and limited communion in
sacraments. His Holiness also fostered better relations with the
Byzantine Orthodox Churches. The relations between the
Oriental Orthodox Churches are also made meaningful under His
Holiness’s joint effort with the other Oriental Heads. Regular
meetings of the heads in the middle East are held to strengthen
inter relations. His Holiness was very active in the ecumenical
areas much before he became the Patriarch. He represented the
Church in Vatican 11 Council, Pro Oriente dialogue and many
other world forums. He was President of the Middle East Council
of Churches and is one of the Presidents of the World Council
of Churches.

His Holiness is also a very good author of many books. His
Encyclicals portrays his vision and theology. His depth of
patrology, History and the indepth knowledge of the Syriac
literature is portrayed in his homilies and writings.

His Holiness is blessed to lead the resurgence of the Syriac
literature too. Apart from the Patriarchal publications the
Archbishops Mor Gregoriose Alleppo, Mor Julius Holland, etc.
pioneered in this field. The contribution of the late Archbishop
Mor Athanasius America is also noteworthy.

The establishment of the Patriarchal Seminary In Damascus
and the Malankara Seminary at Mulanthuruthy are the centres
that shows His Holiness vision in the priestly formation and the
future of the Church. The magnificent Patriarchate and Cathedral
built by His Holiness at Saidnaya near Damascus is really a glory
of the church and a golden monument of His Holiness’s
commitment to the church.

Many things can be added to the contribution of H. H. during
the last two and a half decades. Let us all pray God for giving
us a blessed father to lead us today and in our lives.

A. BICKERINGS OF THE DISSATISFIED
A section of the 10C turned against the visit of the Supreme

Spiritual Head of the Church raising many baseless and uncouth
allegations. The Kerala society rejected them at the outset and
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came forward to greet and accord a very warm welcome to His
Holiness. So there is no point in replying to them in details. But
| feel some of their allegations need to be exposed for the benefit
readers of our Church and the innocent followers of the 10C. |
am not intending upon the hard hearted twisters of the facts and
the misinterpretors among the IOC propagandists. | am happy
that the well meaning and peace loving members of the 10C
voiced against the false propagandists and some even turned
around to greet and welcome His Holiness. | know personally a
few among them calling directly Mathews Il Bava to express their
dissatisfaction. The ICON Forum was also opened to air some
shades of dissatisfaction of its members.

I would like to limelight on issue by issue.

1. ‘His Holiness is foreigner on Tourist Visa and cannot be
allowed to officiate religious functions’

| am not an immigration law expert to comment on the
legalities of the categories of Visas, neither the 10C
propagandists | read are not experts on this issue. Their
submission before the court was also not accepted means by
itself that their legal advisors are also on flimsy grounds. The
petitioners around Thodupuzha suburb made a great mistake in
sensitising the issue by bringing an innocent Hindu name bearer
by hook or crook. This communalizing painful move didn’t work
in the court nor among the conscious Kerala public. Again, this
issue was replied by the concerned government authorities by
giving VISIT VISA to His Holiness. | guess the IOC mistook this
for ‘Tourist visa for treatment!’. H. B. Thomas | Bava made a very
clear point on this by stating that His Holiness possesses a
Labanese Diplomatic Passport. This was evidenced by the
declaration of His Holiness as State Governments of Kerala and
Delhi in spite of the scandals in the representations forwarded
to the ministries in Delhi, Trivandrum and Indian Embassy in
Damascus. The India Government authorities knows very well,
as it was proved by their actions, how to deal with a diplomatic
passport holder. This was evidenced even in Europe very well
by the diplomatic presence at the reception accorded to His
Holiness at a recent function in France. Eventhough many of the
IOC members are unaware of these facts | am very sure that
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Mor Militus Uhanon who enjoyed the privileges in the
Patriarchate for a long time knows this. | wonder then why he is
in the forefront to raise this issue in an uncouth and an immodest
manner!!!

Another aspect of this issue has more significant. Many of
the bishops and priests of the 10C are foreign citizens, like Mor
Makarios, Mor Nicolavos and many other priests are Americans,
Canadians or Europeans. They very well interfere in the affairs
of the Church in India by holding posts, conducting and leading
litigations against ‘the Indians and their parish churches’.
Moreover they conduct religious functions in various churches
and receive ‘KAIMUTH’ illegally! Think what will happen if some
Hindu fundamentalists take up this issue to court and send these
out of the country. PLEASE DON'T CUT THE BRANCH ON
WHICH YOU ARE SITTING SAFELY. | am sure the SOC
members are not malicious so much to do this, but WE are not
on safe grounds if we propagate this. | hope some sensible
among the 10C will forward this to your authorities.

Think of another related impact of this issue! Collecting or
receiving money from the Gulf countries and Western nations
are equally ILLEGAL even if it is from ‘our’ people. Are any of
the 10C leaders keeping proper FCRA account and showing their
income from abroad to the government departments? Are you
fair enough to show your personal income and assets to the
proper authorities? If the warring groups voice in retaliation to
the Govt. to probe into these issues, who are the losers? Who
can tell me that the Church has nothing to hide from the public
or its members in finance. The immense deposits of the leaders
in Blade Banks and Real Estates are really a curse to the
Church! What will happen if the Govt. is pushed to dig into all
these. Mor Militius knows very well about a withdrawal of Rs.
25 lakhs from a personal account of an I0OC leader’ in March
1995 for a specific purpose. He knows that the amount was used
to get a ‘'SAHAYAM'’ in Delhi. Are you now justifying these illegal
money transactions and | want to know Why you are vociferous
on a withdrawal from a legal account by its signatories! There
is need for the treatment of PLANKITIS of these spiritual
‘speckologists’!
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B. LEGALITY OF THE APOSTOLIC VISIT

When the visit of His Holiness was announced the
Catholicose faction leaders were busy in meeting leaders of the
government and authorities to ‘convince’ them that the visit of
His Holiness to India was illegal and the judgment of 1995 is
giving the Catholicose faction a sweep over all the affairs of the
Malankara Church, Parishes and all the relations with the
Patriarchate. With this assumption they moved before the Kerala
High Court seeking police protection to enter the parishes under
the SOC. This was categorically rejected by the court and the
appeal in the Supreme Court was also denied and posted for
hearing. This itself shows that the Parishes of the SOC are freed
by the court from any supervision or interference of the 10C
leadership.

1. This attitude of conquest and victory were prevailing in
the minds and actions of the 10C leaders all the time. | have
experienced this during the post 1995 negotiations. They are
tutored with one sided prejudiced versions of the legalities framed
by some self conceited lawyers. The negotiators, except one or
two, tried to win the lost arguments in the court through bilateral
talks. The issue of the Malankara Metropolitan was one example.
Finally the High Court had to clarify this and then the supreme
court interfered to conduct fresh elections. The election resulted
in one sided conduct and unfortunately the appeals for justice
were sidelined. | am reminding this as an example of the 10C
tactics to claim many things contrary to the perspectives of the
court, traditions and canon of the Church. | remind the readers
about their cry to the government to implement the ‘supreme
court judgment to allow them to enter into the parishes’. Finally
the court had to interfere and clarify contrary to their claims.

Now again they claim on the same argument and falsely
believe that they have control over the affairs of the parish
churches and in this pretext they claim that they have the right
to deny the entry of His Holiness to the churches. | am looking
into this issue with a quote from the 1995 majority judgment of
the Supreme Court of India.

‘The Catholicose, Malankara Metropolitan nor the diocesan
Metropolitan have any authority over the parish church properties’
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‘Without proper hearing of the parish churches we are not
willing to give any orders affecting the rights of the parish
churches’

When the High Court of Kerala accepted the stand of the
parish churches to dissociate from the Malankara Association
and the Malankara Metropolitan elected at Parumala, the
warranty of the rights of the parish churches was upheld by the
SC. The appeal for stay order was refused in the SC means the
prima fascia argument of the parish churches sustains and is
valid. The 10C leaders are creating the smoke screen of the legal
authority and it has to be understood only in the light of these
facts.

2. Patriarch and Malankara Church as envisaged in the
judgment is to be cleared next. The SC and all judgments from
1890 upheld the Spiritual Supremacy of the Patriarch of Antioch
over the Malankara Church. The Majority Judgment made it very
clear that the Patriarch of Antioch is indisputably the spiritual
head of the Universal Syrian Church of which Malankara church
is a part. But the 10C leaders claims that the present Patriarch
is neither accepted by the church nor he is the supreme head.
They ignores the finding of the court that ‘the Patriarch is
spiritually superior to the Catholicose’. | am sure that Mor Militius,
who voiced with the Catholicose in the Press conference that
they object to the ‘back door entry’ of the Patriarch, knows these
facts but tactfully tries to evade the realities.

The court also declared beyond all doubts that the Patriarch
has under his direct jurisdiction the Patriarchal Simhasana
Churches, Evangelistic Association, Honovar Missions. Knanaya
Diocese and overall Spiritual Supremacy over the Malankara
Parishes and Church. The Supreme Court also found that ‘If a
group of people say that their head is the Patriarch, the court
cannot say No Catholicose is your head'.

The Catholicose and all those who are propagating against
the visit of His Holiness should not forget these legal realities
along with the deep affection and loyalty of the million plus
people to their spiritual HEAD and when they speak ill of a noble
spirit it is wounding their hearts and is really against all spiritual
norms.
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3. As per the canon and liturgy of the church a Catholicose
cannot deny the entry of the Patriarch to a parish or church. It
the Catholicose has that right the bishop has the right to object
the Catholicose and the vicar has the right to object the bishop
and the Catholicose. See how serious the situation can be! In
the liturgy the Patriarch is qualified as the one who is ‘appointed
by God’ to shepherd the church. Any one who object him is
guestioning the appointment of God!

4. The Catholicose and the leaders of I0C say that the
present Patriarch is not accepted by them. They say that the
Catholicose Thomas | and all under him are not part of their
Church. They are not willing to accept the Patriarch and all under
him, but they say that their permission should be sought to
welcome the Patriarch to the parish churches who declared
dissociation from their Association unanimously! As per the
present standing verdict of the court this DISSOCIATION IS
FOUND VALID. What a paradox and self contradictory statement
the 10C is making? The paradox intensifies when we are
reminded that they need POLICE PROTECTION TO ENTER
INTO THESE CHURCHES!

5. Before concluding this part | wish to comment on a
posting from “Rev. Fr. (Dr.) P. C. Eapen, Mysore Dated Tue Jul
6, Subject: Re: Patriarchal visit and Peace Negotiation” in the
IOC Forum.

This posting is from a highly educated priest of IOC. | will
go into the realities of his prejudiced perspectives that are
influencing the innocent members of that Church.

Read my ‘Comments on the Prejudiced Perspectives’ in
Part IV.

C. COMMENTS ON THE PREJUDICED PERSPECTIVES

The history, liturgy and the traditions of the Malankara
Church undoubtedly uphold the fact that the Patriarch of Antioch
is the spiritual head of the Syrian Church. The secular historians
and other documents connected to the history of the church
points to this fact. The various court judgments also decreed to
this effect. The Catholicose group brought the deposed Patriarch
Abdul Messiah to India to start a canonical Catholicate in 1912.
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He (?) made it very clear that he is reviving (?) the Maphrianate
of Tigris. This shows that the Catholicate/Maphrianate of 1912
is a post created by an unauthorized act of a deposed Patriarch
without ecclesiastical resolution and even without the
participation of the then deposed Malankara Metropolitan. The
canonical acceptance given by the Universal Syrian Church was
by the encyclical receiving of the Catholicose Geevarghese Il by
H.H. Patriarch Yacoob Il in 1958. After a brief strife and
confusions the full canonical acceptance was accorded when
Patriarch Yacoob IIl consecrated the Catholicose of the East in
1964. But slowly the Catholicose group turned away from the
universal communion. To justify this they are introducing the idea
of autocephalous church, St. Thomas throne, Patriarchal equality
of the Catholicose, etc. To get implement these they claim the
control of the Parish properties.

The justification is done by propagating distorted
documentations, denial of historical facts, veiling of facts and
misinterpretation of judgment of courts. Rev. Fr. (Dr.) P. C. Eapen,
Mysore knowingly, or relying on distorted documents, is trying
to defend the stand of the 10C leadership propagating against
the visit of His Holiness. His arguments are as follows:

1. “ A negotiated peace settlement to be initiated during the
visit of the Patriarch of Antioch to Kerala.”

I read in the 10C forum several postings of well meaning
members on this possibility of the meeting of the Patriarch and
the Catholicose during the apostolic visit. All prospects of
fraternal cordial visits were destroyed by the antagonistic
propaganda of a few among the 10C leadership. | know a few
of the bishops, clergy and laity who have visited the Patriarchate
in the past decades. Will someone among the protesters enquire
how they were treated there! This type of hate mission and
animosity is basically unchristian and the Indian tradition of
‘ATHIDHI DEVO BHAVA'.

Moreover the century long dispute cannot be settled by
merely meeting and sharing fraternal regards fitted within a brief
time framework among a scheduled program. It is nothing but
the oversimplifying of the issues. His Holiness came this time
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to share the Jubilee praise to God with the people who receive
him as their spiritual Father and the greetings of the general
public of India who revere the Patriarch of Antioch as the spiritual
head of the ancient church of the Syrians.

The peace initiation should be more serious and genuine.
It should feel the warmth of cordiality and fraternity. How can
animosity and hate mission go as the prelude to peace? His
Holiness waited for years for peace, sent his secretary directly
to Devalokam, blessed the working of the conciliation committee,
waited for the response to the letter Oriental Orthodox heads.
But the IOC leadership was continuing the old slogan of
autocephaly, equality, overall authority over parishes etc. The
peace and unity to them are the models of the defected
Metropolitans like strike and strife against the SOC parishes,
people and the Patriarch himself. They claim that they joined the
IOC for peace. BUT THE ONLY THING THAT THEY MISS AND
FAIL TO IMPART ARE PEACE AND HARMONY. For peace we
have to set the background first. Then the praxis will follow.

2. “ The Supreme Court judgment has reiterated the fact
that the Malankara church is ONE and the establishment of the
Catholicate in 1912 is to be accepted and is binding on both
factions of the Malankara church, including the Patriarch.”

The Supreme Court directed that the two factions of the
Malankara church should unite and move forward in the spirit
that was before 1.1.1971. This is the idea of one church as
expressed by the words of Augen Bava in the books like
‘Ethiopian Sunnahadosum Visudhanadu Sandarsanavum’. The
records of the state of affairs then can be read in my book,
‘Perumpilly Thirumeni...’, published by Mor Adai Study center.
The spirit of the judgment is the unification of the two factions
in Malankara and the declaration of the oneness of the Syrian
Church under the spiritual Supremacy of the Patriarch. | quote
from the 3rd part of the decree of the court,

"It may be that by conferring upon the Catholicos the powers
of ordaining Metropolitans, consecrating Mooron and to exercise
other spiritual powers over Malankara Church, the Patriarch may
not have denuded himself completely of the said powers which
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he enjoyed until then......4th part continues...the power of the
Patriarch may have been reduced to a vanishing point, he
remains but all the same HE REMAINS THE SUPREME HEAD
OF THE SYRIAN CHURCH OF WHICH THE MALANKARA
CHURCH IS A DIVISION, HE IS SPIRITUALLY SUPERIOR TO
THE CATHOLICOSE though he does not enjoy any temporal
powers... over the Malankara Church”

How can there be any fruitful peace negotiation without
accepting the basic fact of the oneness of the church and the
Patriarchal Supremacy. If this basic tenant is not accepted what
is the agenda and purpose of talking with the Patriarch. I0OC
leaders say that the Patriarch of Antioch is only one among the
Oriental heads and the relation with him is nothing more, other
than mere circumstantial contacts with him in the near past. If it
is the conviction of the 10C they are not holding the spirit of the
SC verdict. The only choice for them is also proposed by His
Holiness in his message that they will be accepted as a sister
Church. Why not come forward to discuss this agenda?

I wonder from which part of the SC decree is emphatically
reiterated by the learned priest!

3. “The Malankara church constitution of 1934 passed by
the duly constituted Malankara Association has been declared
by the Supreme Court as valid and binding on the entire church
including the parishes coming under it for administrative
purposes.”

The SC accepted the 1934 Constitution with amendments
and other directives of the court. Now it has to be seen in the
light and perspective of the verdict of the court. Even though the
court directs that the provisions of the constitution governs the
affairs of the parish churches’ it is said with clear assertion that,”
WE ARE OF THE OPINION THAT IN THIS SUIT NO
DECLARATION CAN BE GRANTED AFFECTING THE RIGHTS
OF THE PARISH CHURCHES?” In the light of the state of affairs
that followed the Parish churches opted to dissociated from the
Malankara Association and it is as on date upheld by the court.
So the above argument of the IOC leaders summarized by the
learned Rev.Dr. Eapen is baseless.
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4. Rev. Fr. Dr. Eapen says, “The relationship between the
Patriarch of Antioch and the Catholicose of the East has to be
in accordance with the provisions of the Hudaya Canon approved
by the supreme court as valid.”

This is absolutely true. | am glad that the 1OC still holds to
the Hudaya canon codified by the SOC scholar and Maphrian
Mor Gregorios Bar Ebraya. It stipulates the relations between
the Patriarchates and their jurisdictions. The Orthodox
Maphrianate/Catholicate is the second rank in the Patriarchate
of Antioch. The so called ‘Abdul Messiah document’ 1912 also
clarifies this by his word and conduct. The often quoted
Catholicate in the Persian Empire by IOC is the ‘Nestorian’
Catholicate, not the SOC Maphriante of Tigris established in the
Orthodox tradition in the place of the Nestorian defected
Catholicate. Hudaya Canon clearly describes this. Bar Ebraya
himself says, he is satisfied with the ‘'SECOND RANK’ in the
church. His own ‘History of the Maphriante’ (Church History Part
I) describes about the deed of loyalty he submitted to the
Patriarch consecrated in his absence.

What the Supreme Court says about the Hudaya Canon is
very notable.

"The Vattippanam judgment has held that the version of the
Hudaya Canon put forward by Patriarch group as Ext.18 in the
suit is the correct version and not the version put forward by the
Catholicose group. However in the Samudayam suit the District
Judge (trial court) accepted the version of the Canon put forward
by the Catholicose group. It is suggested by the learned counsel
for the respondent that this finding of the District Judge must be
deemed to have been restored by this court in A.l.LR. 1959 S.C.
31. It is really unnecessary for us to go into this question since
it has lost all significance in view of the subsequent
developments and their effect, as accepted by us.”

This is the standing decree of the SC of India on the issue
of the different versions of the Hudaya canon. Even then the
learned Priest, Rev.Dr. Eapen seems to assume that SC has
accepted and approved one version of the Canon. | have read
many IOC people saying this in another way that the court upheld
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the 1934 Constitution and through it there is a blanket approval
for the Paris Canon. This cannot be true because the court says
in its decree that they are not going into the issue of the dispute
of the canon and it is unnecessary to do that on the basis of the
guideline of reconciliation which has to be arrived on the basis
of the situation envisaged as before 1.1.1971.

To remind the readers | add a word on the Paris canon that
it was EDITED by a Catholic scholar of Pre Vatican Council 1l
era and he himself has admitted in the forward that he has made
‘corrections’. It is very evident from 7.1 of the Paris Canon which
says ‘the Patriarch of Rome is the head of all Patriarchs’. The
correct version or the Ext.18 was presented in the Seminary
Case decreed in 1890 (The case with the Marthomites) by the
Church before the split. It is to be noted that it was none other
than a saint like Parumala Thirumeni who was behind insisting
to keep this version as the official legal document of the church.

5. “The Patriarch of Antioch and the Catholicose of the East
are equals-the Patriarch being honored as the first among
equals.”

I don’t know from where Rev.Fr. Eapen got this notion? Is
he saying about the state of affairs of the Syrian Church or is
he saying about any other church? In the Persian Church after
their separation from the Orthodox faith they established an
autocephalous Catholicate. This Catholicose claimed the title of
the Patriarch too. But they didn’t need to say this because they
were not part of the church of Antioch. Moreover as | said earlier
it is very clear from the Abdul Messiah document that the Indian
Catholicate is the transferred Maphrianate/Catholicate of Tigris.
His Holiness Yacoob Ill gave canonical acceptance to this only.
It is very evident from the 1964 documents and declarations that
the Catholicose of Malankara is NOT AT ALL EQUAL TO THE
PATRIARCH. Please refer to the quote | made from the SC
decree of 1995 about this. Please read again the relevant portion
from the judgment.

“It may be that by conferring upon the Catholicose the

powers of ordaining Metropolitans, consecrating Mooron and to
exercise other spiritual powers over Malankara Church, the
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Patriarch may not have denuded himself completely of the said
powers which he enjoyed until then......4th part continues...the
power of the Patriarch may have been reduced to a vanishing
point, he remains but all the same HE REMAINS THE
SUPREME HEAD OF THE SYRIAN CHURCH OF WHICH THE
MALANKARA CHURCH IS A DIVISION. HE IS SPIRITUALLY
SUPERIOR TO THE CATHOLICOSE though he does not enjoy
any temporal powers... over the Malankara Church”

6. “The Patriarch of Antioch has no right to exercise
temporal powers over the churches under the Catholicate. The
day to day administration of the entire church and its parishes
along with church properties is the sole responsibility of the
Catholicose and the members of the Malankara Synod in
accordance with the constitution.”

The part he says about the Patriarch on the temporal
powers is true other than over Patriarchal institutions in
Malankara. But when goes forward he tries to put all these
authority of administration upon the Catholicose and Synod. This
is not true even to the concept of the IOC. The DAY TO DAY
affairs of the Church and Parishes are to done by the
democratically elected office bearers of the CHURCH/DIOCESE/
PARISH. | have quoted before the standing decree of the SC
1995.

7. “The Catholicate, revived and re-established by Patriarch
Abdul Messiah in the year 1912, conferring upon the Catholicose
all the powers of ordaining Metropolitans, consecrating the Holy
Mooron and the exercise of all the spiritual powers over the
Malankara church stands testimony to the fact that the Patriarch
of Antioch is not entitled to exercise these powers in the
Malankara church thereafter unilaterally, unless the Patriarch is
specifically invited for the purpose by the Catholicose in
accordance with the provisions of the Hudaya Canon.”

Dear Achan, you have to clear what should be done if the
Catholicose declares that the Patriarch is ‘alien and unacceptable
to Malankara Church and he is ‘not canonically consecrated in
accordance with the 1934 constitution’. He says at times that the
‘present Patriarch is not acceptable to them’. | am not repeating
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what Dr. Babu Paul said on this issue in the Manorama
Supplement on the Patriarchal visit. Moreover a Metropolitan with
the Catholicose was allowed to scream that the Patriarch is trying
a ‘back door entry’! I don't know whether this Metropolitan is
accepting the canonicity of the Patriarchal enthronement. | will
come to the point, even though the Patriarch has conferred these
powers to the Catholicose he remains the Supreme head and if
the Catholicose is not showing the due canonical loyalty due to
the Patriarch, the Patriarch has every right to see that the
canonical rights of all the ranks are kept by all. In our case this
propriety is not observed by the Catholicose group. So the
Patriarch has to involve in accordance with the ‘provisions of the
Hudaya Canon’. His Holiness is keeping the canonical propriety
with the Synod and Church under H.B. Thomas | Bava.

8. “The Simhasana Churches, Knanaya Churches,
Evangelical Association of the East and St. Antony’s Church
Mangalore may for administrative convenience be declared as
part and parcel of the Malankara Church since they come under
the territorial jurisdiction of the Malankara church owing
allegiance to the Catholicate and adopting the 1934 Constitution
of the Malankara church.”

When Rev.Dr. Eapen says this as his conclusion the cat is
out of his bag. | think he had a nice dream when he wrote this
and he scribbled these notes as the end of his dream! But he
has to wake from his sleep! ALL THE THREE COURTS WHERE
THE MALANKARA CASE WAS HEARD DECLARED AGAINST
THE DREAM OF FR. EAPEN. All claims over the Knanaya,
Honavar mission, EAE and Simhasana churches are nothing but
feverish utterances. | can’'t understand the usage of ‘Territorial
jurisdiction’ of the Catholicose! Here we can see the real problem
in Malankara. All these strife are for ‘territorial dominion’ over
the church and parishes. The love and care of the spiritual father
is lost in the church. We see a spiritual father in His Holiness
our Patriarch. But Achan see a dominating authority in the
Catholicose. The Church is a spiritual institution where spiritual
warmth and care has to be felt. | am sorry to say that this is being
lost in our church when we are fighting legal battles, street fights
and losing control and modesty before the media. We have to
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remember this also when we are striving to get POLICE
PROTECTION to enter into Parishes and heaping up cases in
all courts in India and abroad.

9. "On the basis of the above mentioned unambiguous clear
verdict of the Supreme Court, a negotiated settlement of the long
standing rift would be a utopian ideal.”

| am not commenting upon the notions of Fr. Eapen on the
verdict of the court and his blindness to read and understand
the true verdict of the court who can perceive the ‘idea of the
cat that drinks the milk with closed eyes’? But | would like bring
to the thinking of all concerned that the only possibility to settle
this long standing strife is by negotiation. The litigation and the
idea of defense by man power (in the words of Mathews Il Bava,
‘AALBALAM) will be defaming the church and Christianity. His
Holiness has already issued his concurrence to accept the 10C
as a sister Church as declared by the Mulanthuruthy Association.

D. THE PEACE CONCEPT OF REV. FR. EAPEN

"If by any chance the Patriarch is prepared, unilaterally in
tune with the Supreme Court judgment, to declare that those who
pay allegiance to the Patriarchate under the leadership of the
Shreshta Catholicose Mar Dionysious shall renounce all their
claims to the parishes and properties under dispute and shall
establish themselves as an independent religious community by
withdrawing all cases pending in different courts, may bring about
peace.”

The arrogance and prejudice in this statement is very
evident. He wishes that the Patriarch should ‘unilaterally’ prepare
to accept the claims of IOC. But he fancifully says ‘in tune with
the Supreme Court judgment’. We have seen in detail what the
court envisaged and how far is the real judgment from the claims
of I0C propagandists. Moreover the ignorance or willful distortion
of the spirit of the judgment is the prime intention of this posting.
The same propagation was done through advertisements in
Newspapers by the I0C headquarters on the Supreme Court
judgments. They claimed the minority judgment of J. Sahai as
binding and gave publicity to it. Some even claimed that the SC
judgment has two parts one of J. Sahai and other of the Majority
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judges! Any student of high school level knows that the minority
judgment has no relevance. Just the same way they are trying
to evade the attention of innocent people from the real core truth.
His Holiness the Patriarch is unconditionally the spiritual supreme
head of the Malankara Church, a division of the Universal Syrian
Church. There is no point in raising claims like this. His Holiness
and the Mulanthuruthy Association of the Parish Churches of
Malankara has unilaterally declared the willingness to accept the
IOC as they are, if they are willing to bring peace and harmony
by withdrawing the litigations. Please think about this and
respond positively. | know many of the priests and majority of
the 10C people are willing for a compromise like this. How
beautiful will be the situation where both churches mutually
accept, respect and honor each other as sister churches! We
know practically this is the ideal situation. Only in less than 5%
of parishes have disputes and litigations, everywhere else the
parishes are exclusively belonging to either of the factions. There
is no problem for this. Even the disputes in the 90% of the
'disputed’ churches are unilateral. Examples are Manarcadu,
Kothamangalam etc. where the I0C needs police protection even
to cross the roads through the area. Parishes like these can
welcome and receive His Holiness and the hierarchy under him
without any police or judicial interference. Then what is the
purpose of these claims and cases. Is it for the ‘bricks and
mortars’ that make the church building or for the closure of these
churches! Is this not diabolic?

Calling H.B. by his Metropolitan title is the clear show of
the author’s spiritual pride. | have heard complaints from IOC
that their bishops were called by lay names by the Patriarchal
faction because they did not accept the ordinations from Abdul
Messiah. That was then and now the times changed and all the
churches in the world are accepting the norm to treat the
churches and denominations in a brotherly attitude by
recognizing their own titles even when there are problems of
mutual acceptance of priesthood, baptism and inter communion.
See how we treat the Marthoma or CSI! We have serious faith
difference between these churches and we cannot accept their
sacraments. But we respect them in their positions and names.
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Then how can we call H.B. by his Metropolitan name? Dear all,
Give respect to all.

The claim over the parishes and properties brings forth the
ulterior motive all these struggles. The eyes are upon the wealth
of the parishes. Even though the 10C doesn’t need the Patriarch
and his followers they need their tombs and the money collected
there. Parumala Thirumeni is the strongest follower of the
Patriarch and he was the secretary and translator to H.H. Peter
IV. The IOC praises Parumala Thirumeni’s sainthood but not his
ideal and ecclesiology. The I0OC never, or reluctantly recognizes
the Patriarch who consecrated him as the Metropolitan. What a
paradox!

His call for the withdrawal of cases pending in the courts is
only a smoke screen to make feel that the cases are started by
the SOC. Yes Rev. Fr. Eapen, the SOC declared their willingness
to compromise, can you voice and bring your leaders for the
withdrawal of case filed by them?

I hope | made the clarity of the situations in the Church in
the shade of smokescreen created by IOC postings like this. |
also appreciate the well meaning view of many postings in the
IOC forum which supports many of my suggestions in this series.

Before concluding | wish to add a word on the Comment of
Mor Athanasius Chengannur about the ‘mother Church and the
two year old church’ in a recent press release. The SOC will not
become a two year old church by accepting a constitution in
2002, neither the 10C is a church started in 1934. The
acceptance of a constitution is for its temporal security against
outward threat. The mother Church is well known for the
indebtedness to liturgy, theology, patristics, canon, etc. Moreover
the 10C was not at all expelled or excommunicated. It is under
indictment for its thinking and response whether to be under one
umbrella of the SOC or to form a sister church as IOC. The
choice is their’s!

| thank the moderators and readers who supported me in
this venture. Please feel free to air your views on my perspectives
and ask me clarifications on any issue | dealt or left.

Let us thank God for all his blessings and care for the
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success of the Apostolic visit of His Holiness and express our
gratitude to all the leaders of the political parties and community
leaders and government officials who cooperated with us to
make the visit JUBILANT.

Let this event be an eye opener to the IOC leaders to sense
the attitude and trend of the Kerala community at large on the
IOC stand. Mathews |l Bava and a few IOC leaders announced
that they will manhandle (AAL BALAM KONDU THADAYUM’)
the entry of His Holiness in churches and they will teach all a
lesson if any one in Kerala tried to receive the Patriarch. We were
able to experience the impact of their ‘OORUVVILAKKAL'. |
mention this not to disparage but to request the IOC leadership
to open your eyes and feel the reality and come forward for
practical solutions.

Let us pray again for God’s guidance and to bring peace
and accord in the church.



A PERSONAL COMMENT TO THE
OPEN LETTER OF A SENIOR FRIEND

Mr. Jose Kurian Puliyeril is understood as a well meaning
senior columnist in all the Malankara Forums including SOCM.
He used to write good expositions based on the lectionary
readings. | have great respect to him as a senior friend of the
Forum. Even though | don't have personal contacts with him |
know his commitment to IOC and to the traditions of the Church.
He always expresses himself as a mature and modest member
of the IOC. This is the reason why | am trying to explain a few
issues he had raised in an open letter to none other than the
Supreme spiritual head and Holy Father of the Syrian Church,
who is remembered in the Holy Qurbono and Prayers everyday
as ‘being appointed by God’. | must remind my elder friend that
it was really inappropriate to use this medium of ‘open letter’ in
a public forum to raise your concern in an inappropriate time.
Knowingly or unknowingly this open letter was used only to
disparage His Holiness and it may be counted as one another
attempt of an average IOC fanatic to level charges against His
Holiness in the event of the desperation followed by the very
successful and well received apostolic visit of His Holiness to
India. | know your sincerity and genuine concern and for that
reason only | am trying to write the following. | have also read
in ICON postings like ‘monetary gain’ attributed to the apostolic
visit and also the recent complaint of administering sacraments
without proper preparations. | just ignored those self justifying
spiritual attitude as mere Pharisee thoughts of the immature
souls. But considering the personal appreciation about you |
request you to see the facts which the SOC consider as relevant
to your queries. | am sorry if | wound you personally in my
impolite words in the way | present my thoughts. Please bear
with me and pray for me.
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1. “Now may | refer to the Order No. 203/70 from the Late
H.H. Moran Mor Ignatius Yakub Ill, Patriarch, which had
deepened the Christians across the globe and in particular the
entire Indian Christians in deep sorrow and utter confusion”.

He raises the above issue after praising His Holiness for
providing the Holy relics of St. Thomas to Malankara Church.
We all know that His Holiness was fortunate to discover the
sacred relic of St. Thomas and immediately after this discovery
H.H. Patriarch Yacoob Il personally came to Mosul to give a
portion of it to Malankara Church through Mor Augen | Bava in
1965. This shows the importance the Patriarch and the Church
there gives to the apostolic works of St. Thomas in India. Your
guote on ‘the Indian Church is the right heir to it’ (!) is another
open attitude of the then Patriarch on the apostolic mission of
St. Thomas. The Church History book written by H.H. Yacoob
lll also underlines the apostolic mission of St. Thomas. (This
book, in Malayalam is available with ‘Mor Adai Study Centre’.)
As we all know after the bickering and short temperament on
the ‘mood of victory’ in the 1958 judgment, Mor Geevarghese I
Bava also avoided the use of St. Thomas throne. After installing
Mor Augen Bava in 1964 he showed the spirit of unity and
avoided the use of St. Thomas throne. The problems again
started only when the Devalokam leadership insisted on the said
usage. Even the Working Committee of the Church took decision
to request Bava not to use it. But the zealots at Devalokam
insisted on using it even to write to H.H. the Patriarch. The one
and same Kalpana was issued with the same content, but with
two headings to send to Northern Dioceses and Southern
Dioceses. Mor Theophelose Thirumeni himself has directed the
priests of the Ankamaly diocese not to read if any Kalpana with
St. Thomas throne were sent to them and he directed the
Devalokam secretaries not to send these to his diocese. Naturally
H.H. also had to contact Mor Augen Bava on this issue of St.
Thomas throne and he sent the N0.203/70. Before entering into
the disputes on this issue | wish to quote from Kalpana No.17/
75 of H.H. Yacoob Il himself, “In fact we sent a private
communication to the Catholicose about three years ago when
the Catholicose himself wrote to us as reigning on the so called
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throne of St. Thomas in India, in the firm belief that the
Catholicose would realize his mistake and correct himself. But
we were made to understand that our communication to the
Catholicose N0.203/1970 was given wide publicity as though we
had leveled some criticism against Apostle St. Thomas”. (Mathew
A Monny, History of the Jacobite Syrian Church of India (1912-
1980), Unpublished Dissertation submitted to University of
Madras for M.Phil. (1990) P.139)

This shows that H.H. himself had clarified that he intents
no criticism against St. Thomas our Apostle.

Moreover, during the time when this Kalpana came from the
Patriarch it was not intended to use against the Patriarch. This
is evident from the reports of the Malankara Association held on
December 31, 1970 at which Mor Athanasius Mathews, the later
Catholicose Mathews | was elected. In this meeting the newly
elected Catholicose designate has declared that he is determined
to foster all the relations and affections with the patriarchate of
Antioch. Other speakers and the Association Supplements in
news Papers ascribed to this view. This shows that the Kalpana
No0.203/70 was not considered to be that “deepened the
Christians across the globe and in particular the entire Indian
Christians in deep sorrow and utter confusion” at that time, as
you fear. If it was so or if it was a heresy or anything degrading
St. Thomas definitely the Synod or the Catholicose will not agree
to such a statement. (For full details please read my book,
PERUMPILLY THIRUMENI, Malankara Sabhayude Kal
Noottandu, Published by Mor Adai Study Centre)

To me, it is a letter to Mor Augen Bava, as was cleared
above by H.H. Patriarch Yacoob himself, ‘to make him realize
his mistake of using the St. Thomas throne’.

His Holiness has quoted the passage from John 20:22-23
as many of the Scholars and Malpans did before. Vattaseril
Thirumeni quotes the same verse to support the institution of
priesthood in his ‘Matha Sangathi’ on the chapter on priesthood.
H.H. Yacoob also used this as a support to his arguments. If this
Kalpana was a Patriarchal declaration on faith it was sure that
he will send copies to all the bishops and parishes as he did at

90 PP TV BEP®O

different times. We are sure that the propagandists of this
Kalpana are the Catholicose faction with the sole aim to degrade
the Patriarch as you mentioned. People like you are still
persuaded simply to think that H.H. disparaged St. Thomas.

To end all disputes, H.H. Zakka Bava declared to include
the name of St. Thomas in the 4th ‘dypthic’ (Thubden). Actually
the Malankara Synod only proposed the names of Elias Bava,
Eldo Bava and Parumala Thirumeni. It was the direction of H.H.
to add St. Thomas along with St. Peter and St. Paul. This shows
the veneration of H.H. to St. Thomas. The Church of Mosul is
also dedicated to the apostle St. Thomas. So in a way St.
Thomas is also the Patron saint of His Holiness. How can
someone still ask His Holiness to make clear his stand on the
position of St. Thomas in an open letter in a Forum? | hope you
will understand the situation.

2. “..When the Jacobite Church published special
supplements in the local newspapers, in connection with the visit
of Your Holiness to Kerala, it was mentioned that St. Thomas is
the founder of Indian Church. If Your Holiness agrees with the
teaching of Your Holiness’ predecessor, how it could be true and
binding? Would your Holiness be kind enough to reveal the
opinion of Your Holiness regarding the year old faith and tradition
in India that St. Thomas had ordained priests and Bishops in
India and had entrusted the Sacraments to them and asked to
continue, as the other Apostles did in other countries? “

The first part of this statement needs no explanation. As
far as the situation in Kerala is considered it is really the Jacobite
Church that gives more importance to St. Thomas by
commemorating his perunnals and remembering in public
worship. What is the position of the holy relics given to
Malankara? What are the ways of veneration given to this
greatest treasure of Malankara at Devalokam? Is there a Perunal
to remember the receiving and dedication of this? But we all
know other memorial festivals at Devalokam have much
importance and publicity, but the HOLY RELICS there is unheard
of! But you know what the Syrians did when they got this holy
relic; they instituted a festival on the day of transferring, that is
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July 3rd, which we now too celebrate!! | remember H.G. Paulose
Mor Phelexinos Metropolitan speaking at the 19th centenary
celebration of St. Thomas held at Kottayam, that the reason for
all the troubles in Malankara is the negligence that the church
is showing to the Holy Relics of St. Thomas which is ‘now kept
at the corner of Devalokam Aramana’. Is this not true? Instead
what are we doing? We strike against brothers and throw mud
at the spiritual fathers! Even the BJP leaders received and
welcomed His Holiness! But Mor Athanasius Chengannooor
complained that the BJP showed ‘double standard’ in receiving
His Holiness and attacking the missionary with the sisters of
Charity at Olappamanna! What he implies is that he agrees to
the attack of a foreign missionary who assists charity works or
is he frustrated in RSS not attacking His Holiness! The situation
goes to such pettiness and selfishness!!!

| would like to affirm that the SOC respects and venerates
St. Thomas as our Patron Saint and as the founder of the Church
in India, (not the Indian Church because then there was no
difference in the church in the four quarters of the earth). But |
have to tell you that there is no history or tradition anywhere that
St. Thomas ‘ordained bishops’ in India as you have mentioned.
The priestly traditions are known in History of the church in India
only after the coming of Bishop Joseph and the priests who came
with Thomas of Cana from Edessa under Antioch. The known
priestly and sacramental traditions in Malabar are known to all
and there is no need for explanations from anyone.

3. “As Your Holiness is sure that the present Malankara
Jacobite Church had separated themselves from the Indian
Orthodox Church in course of time from 1970 onwards, could
Your Holiness explain how Your Holiness could exhort for the
return of IOC to the ‘original Church’ with repentance? So also
would Your Holiness inform what is the meaning in saying that
Your Holiness would consider IOC as a brother Church on certain
conditions?”

You are thoroughly mistaken in the idea that the MJC
separated from I0OC from 1970 onwards. Who other than a man
with closed eyes can say this. Is there an IOC prior to 1980s?
What was the state of the Church in 19707 | have quoted
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elsewhere the speech of Mathews | Bava on 31 Dec.1970 on
the eve of his election. The supplement articles on that day and
the declaration of the speakers there all speak for the oneness
of the Syrian Church. The travels and speeches of Augen Bava
in the Middle East in 1965 testifies that there was only one
Church. Then how come this separation from the IOC. To twist
the fact the 10C separated from SOC, the faction leaders
propagated this view and senior people like you take it as a
serious argument to seek clarification from the Supreme head
of a church in an open Forum! Up to the Mulanthuruthy Synod
of 1876 the Malankara Church was an EDAVAKA (Diocese) of
the SOC. Then it became a Synodal entity of the SOC. The
Catholicate of 1912 and the united Catholicate of 1964 was never
envisaged as an independent I0C. The actual problems of the
church started when it was declared as an independent
autocephalous I0C by Augen Bava in a press meet reported by
UNI on Sept.26, 1972. Even Manorama declined to report this.
But this was the culmination of the revival of the autocephalous
St. Thomas throne which was freezed and was in disuse after
the unity in the church and slowly started appearance around
1970s, but never was it used at large. The call for repentance
and return is very evident to all. If the 10C is willing to return to
a mindset before the SC stipulated date of 1.1.1971 it will be a
new starting. It is practically impossible to unwind the clock and
undo or redo the past few decades! The possibility is to continue
as we are today stopping all hate missions like this and freezing
for ever the animosity that developed during these decades and
train to complement each other as bearers of the same apostolic
faith. In a few years the situation will become normal and we
could be mutuality respecting and caring sister oriental churches
and | hope will come a day of official inter communion in the
near future itself. If there is a feeling that we are not competitors
nor rivals to encroach parishes and properties there will develop
mutually and cordiality. We will get respect only when we respect.
When IOC starts respecting SOC and its positions there will
develop a mutuality of respect from SOC and vice versa. THIS
IS POSSIBLE ONLY IF WE ARE WILLING TO STOP
LITIGATION AND START RESPECTING AND ACCEPTING
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EACH OTHER. | consider the offer from His Holiness and the
declaration by the Mulanthuruthy Association of the MJC as a
golden chance to reciprocate.

4. “May | inform your Holiness in humbleness that many of
us were expecting more tolerance, forgiveness and affection. Still
also we do expect for more favorable and sincere attitude from
your Holiness based in the love of Lord Jesus. | am sure that
Indian Orthodox Church welcomed Your Holiness whole heartily
if an initiative was boosted from the side of Your Holiness”

| can appreciate your personal humility but | can’t sense any
humility in your above quoted argument. His Holiness waited
after the SC judgment for peace and settlement. He issued
encyclical and personal appeal to Mathews Il Bava to settle the
disputes in the terms of the SC verdict. He gave consent to the
mediation of sister churches in Kerala. He gave willingness to
the mediation of the Oriental heads, Their Holinesses Baba
Shenuda and Catholicose Aram. He even sent his secretary to
Devalokam to express that He is willing for a compromise on
the terms of SC verdict or other mediators. Even the initiations
of the cultural leaders also were sabotaged. His Holiness was
willing to agree the peace terms if any agreed upon by the
conciliation committee formed after SC judgment. But what was
the response from I0C and Mathews Il Bava. He declared that
the present Patriarch was alien and unacceptable to the
Malankara Church; He filed case claiming that he had rights over
the Patriarchal institutions all over the world and still claims
equality and autocephalous. We all know that these are all
declared unacceptable by the SC. Even the honorific St. Thomas
throne is not meant as anything independent of the Patriarchate,
according to the verdict of the court. The autonomy of parish
churches were declared by the verdict of the court, but Mathews
Il Bava and the IOC leadership continues Court battles to seek
POLICE PROTECTION to enter into parishes. Mathews Bava
innocently declared several times that he is willing to accept
“Zakka Patriarch as Patriarch of Antioch”. (Nothing is mentioned
by him declaring the Patriarch as the Spiritual Head of the
Malankara Church, and it is also another fact that he agrees to
drafts accepting His Holiness, but the very next day he will file
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an affidavit in any of the courts saying contrary to the draft he
gave.) In spite of all these you expect more tolerance from His
Holiness! What is ‘tolerance’ to you? Is it non interference in
Malankara affairs? Telling all the SOC members to follow
Mathews Il Bava? To abdicate the parishes and its properties to
the Malankara Metropolitan and then to conduct cases to save
the rights of parishes like that is happening in Trivandrum St.
George, Toronto ,etc.? Is tolerance not to receive the invitation
of the SOC in India to join with them to celebrate the 25th Jubilee
of the Patriarchal consecration? Your affirmation that the ‘IOC
would have welcomed His Holiness’ in the circumstances of the
event that followed is proved to be a mere fancy and sugar
coating.

5. I have no hesitation to admit that the stand of IOC was
also not 100% right. The Church as a whole would admit its
mistakes whatever it might be, in the true Christian spirits”

I will be eager to know from your personal point of view the
mistakes from the IOC, if any, that you are willing to accept? |
find very biblical terms like ‘Christian Spirit, love of Jesus’, etc.
in your postings. | see these Christian values in the personal lives
of many in both churches but where can we see these in the
factional activities in the church? To boost any Christian values
we must work for a state of mutual acceptance and respect. It
is attainable only by withdrawing all case from both sides and
ending all claims where the beneficiaries are holding a differing
opinion. The Patriarch should not try to interfere in the affairs of
the 10C until they invite him to do. The I0C Catholicose also
should not interfere in the affairs of the SOC parishes and
institutions where they wish to be under the Catholicose owing
allegiance to the Patriarch. No one can induce loyalty through
litigation.

6. “It is a painful truth that Your Holiness also consecrated
many as the Metropolitans of the dissident faction in spite of the
repeated requests from the IOC not to do so. Finally a new name
(Malankara Jacobite Church) has been adopted with the
blessings “

Will you think of the situation when H.H. Yacoob Il
consecrated Metropolitans? What was the provocation of those
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times? Both factions were moving as rival factions and there
were injunctions and ban on entries etc. Then what you think if
the Patriarch were not consecrating any bishops? A one sided
victory of the IOC! Why you are not thinking of the official
leadership not taking any initiative to settle the disputes as
decided by the working committee not to use the St.Thomas
throne as was the practice after 1964 and someone clarifying
before the Patriarch that the Malankara Church is not intending
to cut off the relations with the Patriarchate and why the leaders
were not interested in pacifying the people in agitation for
continuing the relations with the Patriarchate? Instead they were
on the forefront to suppress these protests by legal and police
aid. Who can be blamed unilaterally then? From 1980 -90 the
judgment of J. Chandrasekhara Menon was prevailing when both
factions had the freedom as separate Churches. After 1990
judgment of J. Bhatt the SLP was accepted by the court and SC
gave statuesque in 2003 the dissociation of parish churches from
the 1934 constitution was accepted and there is absolutely
freedom of two Churches. This state is still misunderstood by
many in the IOC and hold the view that they have a legal victory
over the SOC. It is not true even in the spirit of the 1995 SC
verdict. There is explicit finding by the court for the SOC parishes
to be under the Catholicose in allegiance to the Patriarch. The
Patriarchal institutions, the Knanaya, EAE and the Honavar
missions are having direct administrative control of the Patriarch.
So the Patriarch has direct powers to consecrate Metropolitans
and can also consecrate Metropolitans and other dignitaries for
the church under him, by their request. This is also the case of
the right of Consecration of Holy Mooron and other spiritual
leaderships. Regarding Mooron consecration another thing also
has to be noted. The holy Mooron is to be consecrated by the
Patriarch or the Catholicose alone. They lead the consecration
with the church, ie, bishops,priests, deacons and laity. If the
Patriarch is not present by person or by his will, there is imperfect
participation. Vattaseril Thirumeni has stated that the holy oil is
only to be consecrated by the CHIEF HEAD of the church. In a
situation when all the ranks of the church are coming together
the holy oil has to be consecrated.

96 OOLa] G TV BBP®O

The acceptance of the name is nothing new. The term
Jacobite is the old usage and the IOC constitution also refers to
it. The Kalpana of Mathews Il Bava for Association meetings are
under the emblem of the ‘Malankara Jacobite Association’. Even
though the preferred name of the church is SOC, the need to
differentiate and the need to dissociate from the 1934 constitution
and it’'s Association, the church had to go back to the old
common name the JACOBITE. You have to see the
developments in this perspective. Then there will be little
confusion and by which the modesty of expression can be kept.

7.1t was a matter of disappointment for thousands who
longed to see an act of unity, fraternity and Christian love from
the Head of the Syrian Orthodox Church”.

I doubt whether you were not reading or watching media
these days prior to the visit of His Holiness! The animosity, hatred
and misinterpretation of facts and rights, etc were in the limelight
during those days. One Metropolitan even said that the Patriarch
is trying for a’ back door entry’. (The same Metropolitan got all
his positions through this Patriarch and the church. He is living
in the building constructed from the resources of the people
under the Patriarch. He forgets the truth that they will never be
in this position if they were not in the Church under the Patriarch.
Can they win the vote of confidence in the IOC Association as
their new bishop designates have been elected. | am sure they
will be in the same position as those defeated from their areas
and like the other fanatic candidates.) Another one blamed the
BJP -RSS for not ‘attacking the Patriarch’. The Catholicose
himself voiced against the Patriarch and even threatened elected
leaders to take a stand with him.

There was even threat against the sister churches and
community leaders. The most modest senior member like you
also retorted in open letters. Can you say that these are ‘acts of
unity, fraternity and Christian love'? In the midst of these, His
Holiness and the MJC expressed their willingness to accept I0OC
in brotherly love and affection! Which one is fraternal, act of unity
and in Christian Love? Your (I mean plural, not you personally)
disappointment may be from frustration and dissatisfaction! | see
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no other reason for that! Forgive me for this immodest
perspective!!!

8. I0C Participation in WCC and other forums as an
independent church is just as the MJC is taking part in all the
ecumenical bodies in India. The MJC is considered as a full
member different from 10C. Then how can I0C claim that MJC
is part of their institution. MJC was member of KCC and NCCI
much before I0C came there. MJC never voiced against their
membership nor their elections to high posts. The regional
meetings of the Pro Oriente, Roman Catholic Church and the
like, respect and receive I0C and MJC as two churches. So your
argument itself proves to the declaration of His Holiness to
accept I0C as a church in ‘brotherly, Christian love’. The
government authorities in our country also accept us as two
distinct churches. Why not we accept this fact and live and let
live!

May | conclude this letter with a prayer to senior members
like you to take leadership to see the facts and consider the
decades that followed in disunity. Any attempt to sudden unity
will not be possible. Subduing any faction will be impossible.
Legal battles will not take us anywhere. Manhandling (in the
words of Mathews Il Bava ‘aalbalam’) is only a dream and will
not take us anywhere. The unity model of the four defected
Metropolitans is nothing but foolishness. Please think of any
other means other than the brotherly co-existence as two
churches! If it is the only solution why not work for it and pray
for it.

Once again requesting pardon if | personally wounded you
by any harsh words | used. At times | find some words to be
irreplaceable to convey my thoughts emphatically. It should not
be considered as personal attacks. Just see them as my way of
expression. Let us bear mutually in prayers.

*k k k%
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